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FORWARD TOGETHER COORDINATED DEVELOPMENT ENTREPRENEURIAL ECOSYSTEM 

MICROPOLITAN  NEXT STEPS 

What makes Pittsburg different 

than any other rural Kansas 

town? Investment per capita, 

retail pull factor  and strong 

economic growth are just  

a few examples . 

Pg. 2  

Our synergistic approach to 

economic development enables 

us to attract industry, while 

maintaining the fabric of our 

community. Strategic 

partnerships are in our nature.  

Pg. 6 

Pittsburg was built by and has 

sustained itself through local 

entrepreneurship. We continue 

that legacy today by attracting 

and retaining new entrepreneurs 

to Pittsburg . 

Pg. 11 

 

As a community thatɅs been self-

sustaining for over a century, 

surpassing  state and national 

trends is the norm for this small 

town. Follow the data to see why.  

Pg. 16 

 

Through research and 

experience, we know what our 

next steps are . We invite you to 

join us as we move forward 

together.  

Pg. 21 
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Tucked away in the southeast corner of Kansas, Pittsburg is a thriving 
community of hardworking people. For over a century, Pittsburg has 
sustained itself as a diverse Micropolitan city.  
Like many rural communities, inherent difficulties are associated with 
being a small town with big city aspirations. Despite these challenges, 
we continue to break the mold ς exceeding economic growth rates at 
the state and national levels.  
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΚ ²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ 
community is not something we can do on our own.  
It takes all of us, working together to make this happen. The City of 
Pittsburg and our partners have successfully leveraged our resources 
and created an upward momentum that is revitalizing our community. 
By coordinating efforts between Pittsburg State University, the City of 
Pittsburg and the Pittsburg Area Chamber of Commerce ς focus has 
been placed on creating an atmosphere that attracts and retains 
business, both small and large.  
The fruits of synergized efforts can be seen in increases of job growth, 
wages, the middle class, sales tax revenue and new homes, while 
simultaneously decreasing unemployment and bankruptcies. The City 
has seen nearly $450 million poured into our community and more 
than 90 percent has come from private investment alone.  
Additionally, Pittsburg is a regional hub for education, healthcare, 
retail and hospitality.  
Education in Pittsburg is diverse, enriching and full of opportunities. 
Our community is home to Pittsburg State University, the Career and 
Technical Education Center of Crawford County (CTEC), two area high 
schools, a private school system and a growing Pittsburg USD 250 
school district serving nearly 3,000 students from grades K ς 12.  
²Ŝ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ tƛǘǘǎōǳǊƎΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƪƛƭƭŜŘ 
and educated workforce. A recent $31 million bond package was 
approved in 2017 to add improvements to several school district 
facilities. We also know that regional business and industry need  

 qualified, trained craftsmen with the skills needed to advance 
manufacturing and expand production.  
Thanks to a unique public-private partnership between the City of 
Pittsburg and other public and private partners, CTEC was developed 
to help match regional demands and employer needs through creating 
an available talent supply, and ensuring a skilled and prepared 
workforce. 
Pittsburg is also proud to be the focal point of healthcare in Southeast 
Kansas. The home of Via Christi Hospital and Community Health Center 
of Southeast Kansas, Pittsburg sees an inflow of residents traveling 
from across county lines to receive quality healthcare. Our community 
has also benefited from recent expansions in surgical care, specialty 
care and primary care. 
The Pittsburg community continues to be a regional draw for retail and 
hospitality. With trade pull factor of 1.79 and estimated 38,000 people 
visiting annually for retail shopping, Pittsburg has a city character more 
consistent with cities over twice its size. Additionally, thanks to recent 
investments in hotels, event facilities, and a new casino, the lodging 
and hospitality industry has grown by nearly 25 percent. 
Amid the progress Pittsburg has made to improve the community, 
needs can still be identified ς a primary one being housing.  
The introduction of new homes is long overdue, seeing that over half 
of the existing housing stock in Pittsburg is more than 50 years old. 
With nearly two-thirds of Pittsburg employees commuting from 
outside the City, the need to recapture lost residents is at an all-time 
high. With this recapture of residents will come the recapture of 
dollars spent on entertainment, food, and basic necessities. An influx 
of residents will result in a flourishing local economy. 
Through experience and planning, we know what our needs and next 
steps are. By participating in Opportunity Zones, or any stackable 
incentives, you can be a part of moving the Pittsburg machine forward, 
together.  


